Name:  ________________________________

Participation in this at-home ELA (Reading and Writing) project is strongly encouraged.
Research Report “Wax Museum”

	After completing their Research (steps 1 & 2 Below) 
students will complete two projects: 

	Informational Writing:

(steps 3-5 below)
	Wax Museum Presentation:
(steps 6 and 7 below)

	· At least 3 body paragraphs
· Bibliography listing sources
· This writing should not be included as part of your poster
	· Poster (trifold) with:

· The name of your hero

· Your name on the bottom right

· Time line entries

· Pictures  

· Quick Facts

· Character trait 
· The person’s major achievements 
· How they made a difference in our world

· Costume
· Speech


1. Choose a famous person (deceased) who has made a difference in our world, a real hero, and read about them.  You will research your person and how he/she made the world a better place.  Your hero should intrigue and interest you.  These research projects will be completed AT HOME.
	Check List for Selecting Your Topic Person:

	
	Three high quality sources at your reading level 

At least one print biography book (expository format) is preferred; 

the others must be creditable on-line resources. 

	
	Your interest level is high

	
	Person made a positive impact on the world (prove it to your teacher!)

	
	Positive role model (good outweighs the bad or any controversy)

	
	Fourth grade appropriate (research content appropriate for elementary school aged children)

	
	Parent or teacher approval required


2. Using your print source (biographical book) and two other credible sources such as World Book on-line, you will gather information on your note taking packet and the timeline rough draft.  In the event that grade level reading books are not available, 3 kid-friendly online sources (or parent help with higher level sources) are acceptable. On the time line rough draft, you need to gather your information by date, starting with your famous person’s date of birth.  Then, proceed through their life history to time of death.  Each date must have at least 1 interesting, descriptive, and factual sentence in your own words.  Most of your research will be on the biography note-taking chart at home.  
3. You will write a 3-5 paragraph informational essay about your hero.  Topics may include:  childhood or family background, education or training, challenges, personality traits and talents, major accomplishments, impact on the world, or any others that interest you.  Remember:  each paragraph needs at least three details or examples with elaboration ( 8– 10 sentences).  Before you pick your subtopics, be sure you have enough information to write a great paragraph.
4. Your sources should be cited (listed) in a Bibliography at the end of your essay.
5. The rough draft will be hand written (or on a Google doc with teacher permission). 
6. The poster, which will include a timeline, will be completed at home.  You may print off pictures necessary for your poster at home or the public library.  
7. At home, you will make/create a costume or collect appropriate props for the “Wax Museum” presentation.  Your costume should resemble the famous person you are presenting and be based on your research report; however, it does not need to be elaborate.  Costumes should not be the main focus and should NOT distract a viewer from your message.  If you are unsure about your costume, please request permission from your teacher.
Costumes must be school-appropriate, culturally sensitive, and respectful.  If your character saw you, would he/she be proud of the way you were representing him/her?  You may use props and add other elements for your presentation as you see fit. 
· PLEASE:  NO masks, face paint, or weapons of ANY kind.  
· No “hand-outs” on the day of the museum.
8. Your grades will be based on the written report, poster (content, illustrations, creativity, and neatness), and presentation.  Please refer to the specific grading rubrics at the back of this packet when working on each part of your project.  
My biography research is on _______________________________________.

Biography      Project:  Wax Museum

Select someone who has made a difference in our world….
Ideas:

 Leaders & Statesmen  

 U.S. Presidents and First Ladies
 Activists & Reformers
Civil Rights Leaders  

 Adventurers & Explorers  

 Musicians & Composers  

 Writers & Artists  

 Industrialists & Entrepreneurs  

 Scientists & Inventors  

 Athletes & Entertainers  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We also suggest a trip to the King County library for a wider selection.

As with all internet exposure, parental supervision is strongly recommended.

Check the 4th Grade Website for online resources:

www.cves4.weebly.com
Cite your Sources:

Book: list your title and author 

Website: website name
1. _________________________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________________________
· _________________________________________________________________
· _________________________________________________________________
· _________________________________________________________________
· _________________________________________________________________
· _________________________________________________________________
· _________________________________________________________________
Challenge option: Ask your teacher about creating a Bibliography in MLA format!

Name:  ________________________________   

Time Line Rough Draft

Your goal is to take notes while you read the biography.  Use the format below to write detailed, chronological, factual journal entries which trace the person’s life.  Include important events, accomplishments or experiences.  Each entry should be at least 1 sentence in your own words.  You will use these entries when you make the timeline on your poster.
1. Date:  _________________  - ________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Date:  _________________  - ________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Date:  _________________  - ________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Date:  _________________  - ________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Date:  _________________  - ________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Date:  _________________  - ________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Date:  _________________  - _______________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Date:  _________________  - ________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
	Person:       

                                            

	                      Subtopic: 



	Notes in bullet points (No sentences)

 (Do not copy from the book; use your own words.)

·  ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________




	Person:       

                                            

	                      Subtopic: 



	Notes in bullet points (No sentences)

 (Do not copy from the book; use your own words.)

·  ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________




	Person:       

                                            

	                      Subtopic: 



	Notes in bullet points (No sentences)

 (Do not copy from the book; use your own words.)

·  ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________




	Person:       

                                            

	                      Subtopic: 



	Notes in bullet points (No sentences)

 (Do not copy from the book; use your own words.)

·  ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________




	Person:       

                                            

	                      Subtopic: 



	Notes in bullet points (No sentences)

 (Do not copy from the book; use your own words.)

·  ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________




	Person:       

                                            

	                      Subtopic: 



	Notes in bullet points (No sentences)

 (Do not copy from the book; use your own words.)

·  ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________




	Person:       

                                            

	                      Subtopic: 



	Notes in bullet points (No sentences)

 (Do not copy from the book; use your own words.)

·  ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________




	Person:       

                                            

	                      Subtopic: 



	Notes in bullet points (No sentences)

 (Do not copy from the book; use your own words.)

·  ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________




Name:  ____________________________  Date:  ____________

RESEARCH Wax Museum Writing Rough Draft:  USE COMPLETE SENTENCES  

Title:   ___________________________________________

	Topic sentence: 

 

	     Description of Subject (4-6 Sentences) where/when born and what he/she is best known for: 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________



	Closing Sentence:  




BP1 Heading:   ___________________________________________

	BP 1 Topic Sentence:



	1:



	1E:



	2: 



	2E:



	3:



	3E:



	Closing Sentence:  




BP2 Heading:   ___________________________________________

	BP 2 Topic Sentence:



	1:



	1E:



	2: 



	2E:



	3:



	3E:



	Closing Sentence:  




BP3 Heading:   ___________________________________________

	BP 3 Topic Sentence:



	1:



	1E:



	2: 



	2E:



	3:


	3E:



	Closing Sentence:  




(optional) BP4 Heading:   ________________________________

	BP 4 Topic Sentence:



	1:



	1E:



	2: 



	2E:



	3:



	3E:



	Closing Sentence:  




(optional) BP 5 Heading:   ______________________________________

	BP 5 Topic Sentence:



	1:



	1E:



	2: 



	2E:



	3:



	3E:



	Closing Sentence:  




Conclusion Heading: Conclusion
	Topic Summary: 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________



	How subject has inspired you: 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________



	Future statement:  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________




E = evidence/example/elaboration                           
Use connecting words. 

Examples such as; for example; because; as a result; another; also; for instance

To use domain-specific vocabulary, try to use the vocabulary specific to the study of your subject. Examples: career instead of job; education instead of schooling; accomplishments instead of things he/she did; trait or characteristic instead of what they are like; impact/influence instead of making a difference

Revise/Edit Checklist                     Be sure to complete each item before checking the box!                       

	_____     Ideas/Content (yellow):  

	· In yellow, underline your heading for each section.  
	· You must have at least three specific pieces of evidence with examples or elaborating details in each section. Add more if needed!

	· Draw a squiggly yellow line under each detail that connects to the heading. 
	

	_____     Organization (green):  
	

	· Write a big green I, in front of your indented paragraph for the introduction.

	· Write a big green C, in front of your indented paragraph for the conclusion.

	· If you do not have and introduction and a conclusion, fix your essay!

	· Underline in green the connecting words and phrases which connect the ideas in each section (examples: another, for example, also, because).
	· If you do not have at least one connect word or phrase in each section, add one.

	_____    Word Choice (orange):   

	· Using orange, underline the domain-specific wonderful words you have used (career instead of job; education instead of schooling; accomplishments instead of things he/she did; trait or characteristic instead of what they are like, impact/influence instead of making a difference, etc)

	· Circle at least five words you can improve. Replace them with spicier words.

	· Add at least five adjectives to describe your nouns 
	· Find all places you used: stuff, nice, cool, thing, awesome. Replace them.

	_____     Sentence Fluency (red):  

	· With your red color pencil, underline the first word in every sentence.  

	· If more than two sentences start the same way in any one paragraph, you need to change the way your sentences begin.  

	· Read each sentence carefully. Put a red checkmark at the end of each sentence if it is complete (not a fragment or run-on)

	_____     Conventions (blue):  

	· Circle words in blue if you are unsure if they are spelled correctly. If you have typed your piece, circle all homonyms (our/are, there/ their/they’re, to/too/two, your/you’re)
	· After you circle at least ____ words, use the dictionary to check and correct your spelling.  

	· Check your punctuation by circling in blue all the sentence ending punctuations.  If you are missing any, add them. If you have typed your piece, make sure you have a space after each sentence ending punctuation.  

	· Write three blue lines under the beginning letter of each sentence.  
	· Draw three blue lines under any proper nouns/names.  These should be capitalized as well (names of streets, restaurants, specific people, pets, cities, specific games).

	· Check for paragraph indenting and alignment: add a paragraph mark (¶) in front of paragraphs that need indenting. 


Poster Requirements
1. The name of your hero

2. Your name on the bottom right
3. Time line entries

4. Pictures  (drawn by you, copied from a book OR printed from the computer)

5. Quick Facts: year and place of birth, family/childhood/education, marriage/family, death
6. Character trait with at least two specific examples

7. The person’s major achievements (what they are famous for) 

8. How they made a difference in our world

9. _________________________________________________________________________________
10. _________________________________________________________________________________
Your poster should be

· Neat

· Colorful

· Eye-catching

· Creative

· ____________________________________

· ____________________________________

If you wish, your family may purchase a tri-fold board for you to use.  They are easy to find at Michael’s in Issaquah.  If you decide to bring in a board, please write your name on the back of it before you bring it to school.  If you do not wish to purchase a tri-fold board, we will provide a poster board for you.

Remember:  no “hand-outs” on Wax Museum day.

Our Wax Museum Gallery Walk will be scheduled at a later date.  Hopefully, we will be able to invite extended families and guests to attend a special open house viewing. 
Name:  ___________________________________

When a visitor to the Wax Museum presses your display button or stops at your table:

Hi, my name is ___________________________________________________.  

I was born _________________________ (date)  in __________________________(place).

I am most famous for (or pick two important facts about your person’s life):

1. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I made the world a better place by:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Pick TWO items on your poster and share with/explain to the visitor.

1. ___________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________
Thank you for visiting our Wax Museum today.  Do you have any questions?

(Then stand perfectly still again, waiting for your next guest)
Remember:  speak in first person (I, me, my), as if you actually are your character!!

Wax Museum Informational Essay Rubric:
	Score
	Focus
	Organization
	Development
	Language and Vocabulary
	Conventions

	4
	· Writing is entirely focused on a specific topic.
	· Introduction hooks the reader and clearly introduces the main idea.

· Conclusion restates the main idea and includes final thoughts.

· Facts are grouped into related body paragraphs with headings. 

· Paragraphs include topic and concluding sentences.
	· Student chooses facts that are important in conveying the main idea.

· Supporting evidence is used to elaborate on every idea.

· Includes details, definitions, and quotations. 

· Includes an illustration with a meaningful caption or video.
	· Uses a variety of compound and complex sentences. 

· Uses sophisticated language.

· Uses domain-specific vocabulary. 

· Links ideas using quality transitional words and phrases.
	Consistently follows the rules of Standard English for: 

· capitalization

· spelling

· punctuation

· grammar

	3
	· Writing is focused on the topic.
	· Introduction states the main idea.

· Conclusion restates the main idea.

· Facts are grouped into related body paragraphs with headings. 

· Paragraphs include topic and concluding sentences.
	· Student chooses facts that are important in conveying the main idea.

· Supporting evidence is used to elaborate on ideas.

· Includes details, definitions, and quotations when appropriate. 

· Includes an illustration with a caption or video.
	· Uses compound and complex sentences. 

· Uses fourth grade language. 

· Uses some domain-specific vocabulary. 

· Many ideas are linked together using transitional words and phrases.
	Generally follows the rules of Standard English for: 

· capitalization

· spelling

· punctuation

· grammar

	2
	· Writing somewhat related to the topic.
	· May or may not include introduction or conclusion paragraphs.

· Some facts are grouped into related body paragraphs.

· Some paragraphs have topic sentences. 

· Paragraphs may or may not include concluding sentences.
	· Some facts are used to convey the main idea. 

· Supporting evidence is used to elaborate on some ideas.

· Includes at least one of the following: details, definitions, and quotations. 

· May or may not include an illustration or video.
	· Uses everyday language and simple sentences. 

· May or may not include domain-specific vocabulary. 

· An effort is made to connect ideas.
	Sometimes follows the rules of Standard English for: 

· capitalization

· spelling

· punctuation

· grammar

	1
	· Main idea is broad and confusing.

· Writing is not focused on a single topic. 
	· Introduction and conclusion paragraphs are missing.

· Facts are not grouped into related body paragraphs.

· There are no topic sentences or concluding sentences.
	· Does not use facts, details, definitions, or quotations. 

· I did not use illustrations or videos.
	· Does not always use correct sentence structure.

· Some words are not used appropriately.

· Writing sounds confusing. 

· Does not uses transitions to link ideas.
	Rarely follows the rules of Standard English for: 

· capitalization

· spelling

· punctuation

· grammar


Name:   ________________________________________________________
Wax Museum Presentation Rubric:

	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Presentation
	· Shows no preparation

· Has no notes

· Does not make any effort to dress the part or use any props

· Unclear about what to say

Does not look at audience
	· Shows some preparation

· Has some notes, but not organized

· Makes some effort to dress the part

· Unclear about what to say

Rarely looks at audience
	· Well-practiced and shows preparation

· Has notes that are organized but looks at audience most of the time

· Effort to dress the part respectfully with props
	· Well-practiced

· Barely glances at notes

· Speaks directly to audience

· Dresses the part respectfully and has props

· Well-prepared and seems natural as the character in answering questions or sharing

	
	1
	2
	3
	

	Behavior

Conventions
	· Does not follow directions

· Refuses to work or help others, argumentative

· Little effort shown

· Teacher has to remind to stay on task
	· Stays on task, but must be reminded at least once 

· Helps others if asked

· follows directions, but not always the first time
	· Always on task and teacher never has to remind him/her

· Helps others without being asked
· Follows directions the first time
	


Wax Museum Poster Rubric:
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Content, Ideas, and style
	· No name of your hero

· Your name is not on the bottom right

· Less than three chronological entries on the poster timeline

· Less than three pictures
· Less than three Fast Facts
· No character trait

· No major achievements (what he/she is famous for) 

· No facts about how he/she made a difference in our world

· No subtopic titles or headings


	· The name of your hero is small

· Your name is hidden on the bottom right

· Less than five chronological entries on the poster timeline

· Less than five pictures

· Less than five Fast Facts

· One character trait with an example

· Major achievements (what he/she is famous for) OR how he/she made a difference in our world

· Some subtopic titles or headings


	· The name of your hero 

· Your name is obvious on the bottom right

· Five chronological entries on the poster timeline

· Five pictures

· Five Fast Facts

· Two character traits with examples for each

· Major achievements (what he/she is famous for) 

· How he/she made a difference in our world

· Clear subtopic titles or headings

· Neat

· Colorful


	· The name of your hero is big and bold

· Your name is obvious on the bottom right

· More than five chronological entries on the poster timeline

· More than five pictures

· More than five Fast Facts

· Three character traits with examples for each

· Two major achievements (what he/she is famous for) 

· How he/she made a difference in our world

· Clear and consistent subtopic titles or headings

· Neat

· Colorful

· Eye-catching

· Creative

	
	1
	2
	3
	

	Conventions
	· Many editing mistakes (spelling, capitalization, punctuation, sentence rules)
	· Several editing mistakes (spelling, capitalization, punctuation, sentence rules)
	· Very few or no editing mistakes (spelling, capitalization, punctuation, sentence rules)
	


4

