May/June Book Genre:  Biography “Wax Museum”

1. Choose a famous person (deceased) who has made a difference in our world, a real hero, and read about them.  You will write an informational essay about your person and how he/she made the world a better place.  Your hero should intrigue and interest you.  This project will be completed partly in class and partly at home.
Check List:
	
	 An expository biography book must be available at your reading level

	
	Your interest level is high

	
	Person made a positive impact on the world (prove it to your teacher!)

	
	Positive role model (good outweighs the bad or any controversy)


2. Using your biographical book and another source such as World Book on-line, you will gather information on your note taking packet and the timeline rough draft.  On the time line rough draft, you need to gather your information by date, starting with your famous person’s date of birth.  Then, proceed through their life history to time of death or present activities.  Each date must have at least 1 interesting, descriptive, and factual sentence in your own words.  Most of your research will be on the biography note taking chart, done at school using class, library, and computer time.  However, some research, reading the biography book, and some writing will be done at home.  You will read your biography book everyday during Silent Reading time.  The book needs to come back and forth (from home to school and back) everyday.
3. You will write at least three body paragraphs about your hero.  Topics may include:  childhood or family background, challenges, personality traits and talents, major achievements, impact on the world, how he/she inspires you, or any others that interest you.  Remember:  each paragraph needs at least three details or examples with elaboration (6 – 8 sentences).  Before you pick your subtopics, be sure you have enough information to write a great paragraph.

4. The rough draft will be written at school. 
5. The poster, which will include a timeline, will be started at school and finished at home.  You may print off black and white pictures necessary for your poster at school.  If you get behind schedule or need additional support outside of the class, you will need to spend time on this project at home or recess.

6. At home, you will make/create a costume or collect appropriate props for the “Wax Museum” presentation.  Your costume should resemble the famous person you are presenting and be based on your research report; however, it does not need to be elaborate.  Costumes should not be the main focus and should NOT distract a viewer from your message.  If you are unsure about your costume, please request permission from your teacher.

Costumes must be school-appropriate, culturally sensitive, and respectful.  If your character saw you, would he/she be proud of the way you were representing him/her?  You may use props and add other elements for your presentation as you see fit. 

· PLEASE:  NO masks, face paint, or weapons of ANY kind.  
· No “hand-outs” on the day of the museum.
7. Your grade will be based on the written report, poster (content, illustrations, creativity, and neatness), and presentation.  Please refer to the specific grading rubric sheet (next page) when working on each part of your project.  I hope you have fun, and I look forward to seeing your final project!
Remember:  Your teacher will help you anytime you need it….just ask!!  

8. Student Name:  ________________________________________________________
My biography research is on _______________________________________.
DUE DATES:

	1.  Start biography selection and reading
	Week of April 21

	2.  CHECK POINT:

Commit to a person and book (teacher approval)
	Friday, April 25

	Read and take notes
	Week of April  21– May 9

	3.  Finish reading biography book 
CHECK POINT :  
Time Line Rough Draft and Note Taking Chart
	Friday, May 9

	4.  Start Prewrite 
	Monday, May 12

	5. CHECK POINT:  Prewrite due 
	Tuesday, May 20

	6.  Rough Draft Due
	Wednesday, May 28

	8.  CHECK POINT:  Bibliography
	Week of May 27

	8.  Final Draft DUE
	Tues, June 3

	9.  Poster Due and practice presentations
	Thursday, June 5

	10.  Wax Museum 
	Friday, June 6


I understand the expectations for this long-term project.
Student signature:   _________________________________

Parent signature:     _________________________________

If you have any questions, please contact your teacher via note, phone or email, as soon as possible for clarification.  Thanks!
May/June Genre:  Biography      Project:  Wax Museum

Select someone who has made a difference in our world….
Ideas:

 Leaders & Statesmen  

 U.S. Presidents and First Ladies
 Activists & Reformers
Civil Rights Leaders  

 Adventurers & Explorers  

 Musicians & Composers  

 Writers & Artists  

 Industrialists & Entrepreneurs  

 Scientists & Inventors  

 Athletes & Entertainers  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Neil Armstrong 

 Clara Barton
Alexander Graham Bell
 Leonard Bernstein 

 Ruby Bridges

 Andrew Carnegie 

 George Washington Carver 

 Cesar Chavez 

 Walt Disney
 Frederick Douglass 

 Amelia Earhart 

 Thomas Alva Edison 
Albert Einstein
 Dwight D. Eisenhower 

 Duke Ellington

Anne Frank 

 Benjamin Franklin 

 Ted Geisel (Dr Suess)

 Henry Hudson

  Langston Hughes 

 Andrew Jackson 

 Thomas Jefferson 

Malcolm X

Helen Keller

 Martin Luther King Jr. 

 Meriwether Lewis 

 William Clark 

 Abraham Lincoln 

 James Madison 

 George C. Marshall 

 Thurgood Marshall 
Christa Mc Auliffe
 James Monroe
Mother Theresa
Florence Nightingale 
Rosa Parks

 George S. Patton Jr. 

 Pocahontas 

 Jackson Pollock

 Princess Diana

 James Polk 

 Theodore Roosevelt 

 William Shakespeare

 Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
Shirley Temple
 Harriet Tubman 

 Mark Twain 

 George Washington 

 Laura Ingalls Wilder

Frank Lloyd Wright 
 And so many more….

With limited classroom selections for this genre, students will have the opportunity to borrow a biography from the CVES library.  
We also suggest a trip to the King County library for a wider selection.

As with all internet exposure, parental supervision is strongly recommended.

http://www.ducksters.com/biography/
http://www.americaslibrary.gov/cgi-bin/page.cgi/aa
http://www.kidsclick.org/cgi-bin/searchkids.pl?searchtype=subject&keywords=biography+general&title=Biography+General
Women’s biographies:

http://www.galegroup.com/free_resources/whm/bio/index.htm
100 Important Women in History:

http://www.angelfire.com/anime2/100import/
http://jefferson.lib.co.us/kids/kids_bio.html
http://www.biography.com/bio4kids/index.jsp
http://www.askforkids.com/web?q=biography&qsrc=1&o=0&l=dir
Name:  ________________________________   May/June Book Genre:  Biography 

Time Line Rough Draft

Your goal is to take notes while you read the biography.  Use the format below to write detailed, chronological, factual journal entries which trace the person’s life.  Include important events, accomplishments or experiences.  Each entry should be at least 1 sentence in your own words.  You will use these entries when you make the timeline on your poster.
1. Date:  _________________  - ___________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Date:  _________________  - ___________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Date:  _________________  - ___________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Date:  _________________  - ___________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Date:  _________________  - ___________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Date:  _________________  - ___________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Date:  _________________  - ___________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Date:  _________________  - ___________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Note Taking

	Person:       

                                            

	                      Subtopic: 



	Notes in bullet points (No sentences)

 (Do not copy from the book; use your own words.)

·  ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________


	Person:       

                                            

	                      Subtopic: 



	Notes in bullet points (No sentences)

 (Do not copy from the book; use your own words.)

·  ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________


	Person:       

                                            

	                      Subtopic: 



	Notes in bullet points (No sentences)

 (Do not copy from the book; use your own words.)

·  ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________


	Person:       

                                            

	                      Subtopic: 



	Notes in bullet points (No sentences)

 (Do not copy from the book; use your own words.)

·  ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________


	Person:       

                                            

	                      Subtopic: 



	Notes in bullet points (No sentences)

 (Do not copy from the book; use your own words.)

·  ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________

· _________________________________________________________


	Biography – Wax Museum – Prewrite         Teacher check on May 20



Introduction:  
Topic Sentence:  ___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1. ___________________________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________________________

Closing Sentence:  _________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body paragraph #1 Subtopic:  Topic Sentence(start with a transition phrase):  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1. ___________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________________________

Closing Sentence: _________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Body paragraph #2 Subtopic: Topic Sentence (start with a transition phrase):  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1. ___________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________________________
Closing Sentence: __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 Body paragraph #3 subtopic: Topic Sentence (start with a transition phrase):  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1. ___________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________________________________
Closing Sentence: __________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
Optional Body paragraph #4 Subtopic: Topic Sentence (start with a transition phrase):  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1. ___________________________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________________________

Closing Sentence: 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Conclusion: Topic Sentence (start with a transition phrase):  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
1. ___________________________________________________________________

2. ___________________________________________________________________

3. ___________________________________________________________________

Closing Sentence: __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________Future Statement:  _________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
After your teacher has checked this pre-write, you will write a rough draft, color revise and edit, and write (or type) a beautiful final draft.  

Poster Requirements
1. The name of your hero

2. Your name on the bottom right
3. Time line entries

4. Pictures  (drawn by you, copied from a book OR printed from the computer)

5. Quick Facts: year and place of birth, family/childhood/education, marriage/family, death
6. Character trait with examples
7. The person’s major achievements (what they are famous for) 

8. How they made a difference in our world

9. _________________________________________________________________________________
10. _________________________________________________________________________________
Your poster should be

· Neat

· Colorful

· Eye-catching

· Creative

· ____________________________________

· ____________________________________

If you wish, your family may purchase a tri-fold board for you to use.  They are easy to find at Michael’s in Issaquah.  If you decide to bring in a board, please write your name on the back of it before you bring it to school.  If you do not wish to purchase a tri-fold board, we will provide a poster board for you.

Remember:  no “hand-outs” on Wax Museum day.

Our Wax Museum Presentation will begin at 10:15 am and end at 11:30 am on Friday, June 6.
Extended families and guests are invited to a special viewing from 10:15 – 10:45 am that day.
Name:  ___________________________________

When a visitor to the Wax Museum presses your display button or stops at your table:

Hi, my name is ___________________________________________________.  

I was born _________________________ (date)  in __________________________(place).

I am most famous for (or pick two important facts about your person’s life):

1. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
I made the world a better place by:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Pick TWO items on your poster and share with/explain to the visitor.

1. ___________________________________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________________________________
Thank you for visiting our Wax Museum today.  Do you have any questions?

(Then stand perfectly still again, waiting for your next guest)
Remember:  speak in first person (I, me, my), as if you actually are your character!!

Name:   ________________________________________________________
Grading Criteria for your Wax Museum Presentation:

	
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Presentation
	
	· Shows no preparation

· Has no notes

· Does not make any effort to dress the part or use any props

· Unclear about what to say

Does not look at audience
	· Shows some preparation

· Has some notes, but not organized

· Makes some effort to dress the part

· Unclear about what to say

Rarely looks at audience
	· Well-practiced and shows preparation

· Has notes that are organized but looks at audience most of the time

· Effort to dress the part respectfully with props
	· Well-practiced

· Barely glances at notes

· Speaks directly to audience

· Dresses the part respectfully and has props

· Well-prepared and seems natural as the character in answering questions or sharing

	
	0
	1
	2
	
	

	Behavior

Conventions
	· Does not follow directions

· Refuses to work or help others, argumentative

· Little effort shown

· Teacher has to remind to stay on task
	· Stays on task, but must be reminded at least once 

· Helps others if asked

· follows directions, but not always the first time
	· Always on task and teacher never has to remind him/her

· Helps others without being asked

· Follows directions the first time
	
	


Grading Criteria for your Wax Museum Poster
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Content, Ideas, and style
	· No name of your hero

· Your name is not on the bottom right

· Less than three chronological entries on the poster timeline
· Less than three pictures
· Less than three Fast Facts
· No character trait

· No major achievements (what he/she is famous for) 

· No facts about how he/she made a difference in our world
· No subtopic titles or headings


	· The name of your hero is small
· Your name is hidden on the bottom right

· Less than five chronological entries on the poster timeline
· Less than five pictures
· Less than five Fast Facts
· One character trait with an example

· Major achievements (what he/she is famous for) OR how he/she made a difference in our world
· Some subtopic titles or headings


	· The name of your hero 
· Your name is obvious on the bottom right

· Five chronological entries on the poster timeline
· Five pictures
· Five Fast Facts
· Two character traits with examples for each
· Major achievements (what he/she is famous for) 

· How he/she made a difference in our world

· Clear subtopic titles or headings

· Neat

· Colorful


	· The name of your hero is big and bold
· Your name is obvious on the bottom right

· More than five chronological entries on the poster timeline
· More than five pictures
· More than five Fast Facts
· Three character traits with examples for each
· Two major achievements (what he/she is famous for) 

· How he/she made a difference in our world
· Clear and consistent subtopic titles or headings
· Neat

· Colorful

· Eye-catching

· Creative



	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Conventions
	· Many editing mistakes (spelling, capitalization, punctuation, sentence rules)
	· Several editing mistakes (spelling, capitalization, punctuation, sentence rules)
	· Very few editing mistakes (spelling, capitalization, punctuation, sentence rules)
	· No editing mistakes (spelling, capitalization, punctuation, sentence rules)


