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Welcome, Parents!

Fourth Grade Curriculum Night 
2018

Ms. Larson                 Room 14
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Ms. Larson’s Fourth Grade Schedule 2018-19
Specialist Schedule: 

Monday:   PE   

Tuesday:    Tech    

Wednesday:   Coding  

Thursday:   Library   
Friday: Music    
We also have art classes on Monday and Tuesday mornings approximately every 4-6 weeks. (Thank you PTSA for the fantastic art program)
“Flexible” Daily Schedule 
	9 – 9:20            Morning work - Lunch count, attendance, announcements, line up, flag salute

	9:20 – 10:00    Specialist

	10:00 – 10:30  Whole Group Reading

	10:30 – 10:45  Recess and bathroom break

	10:45 – 11:45  Nibble on a healthy snack and English Language Arts 

	11:45 - 12:00     Social Emotional Learning

	12:00 – 12:35  Lunch and Recess (bathroom break)

	12:35 – 1:50    Math

	1:50 – 2:20     Writing

	2:25 – 2:40      Recess and bathroom break

	2:40 – 3:15      Social Studies/Science

	3:15                  Weekly Tracker, pack up, and clean up

	3:26                  Dismissal


Friday
	9:00                    Morning work - Lunch count, attendance, announcements, line up, flag salute

	9:20 – 9:50        Specialist

	9:50 – 10:30      Instructional Block

	10:30 – 10:45     Recess and bathroom break

	10:45 – 11:00    Healthy snack and work time

	11:00 – 11:55    Math

	12:00 – 12:35    Lunch and Recess (bathroom break)

	12:35 – 1:20      Instructional Block

	1:20 – 1:36        Weekly Tracker, pack up and clean up

	1:36 pm             Dismissal


School begins with the 9:00am bell. 
Please help your student come to school prepared and on time.

Growth Mindset and the Power of YET
Perseverance; GRIT; Process Praise; and mistakes as learning opportunities
SEL: Social Emotional Learning (Second STEP)

Self-Management; Self-Awareness; Social Awareness; Relationship Skills; and Responsible Decision Making 

Home/School Communication:  
· Weekly newsletters via email

· 4th grade Website
· Weekly Tracker

· Think About It pages
· Monday Take Home Folders containing important papers need to be emptied Monday nights and returned with signed reading logs and weekly trackers on Tuesday mornings. 
· There are two parent signatures needed every Monday evening.
Homework:  Throughout the week, your child will bring work home that may be due the following day or on an assigned date in the future.  Each student is required to write down the assignments in the yellow weekly tracker.  Although I encourage students to take responsibility for their work, it is helpful if parents check to see that all assignments have been completed and that their child stays organized.   A copy of the weekly tracker is posted on our classroom website.  
Missing/Late Work:   It is very important that each child see the importance of completing all assignments on time and making up work in the event of an absence.  If there is a legitimate reason why homework was not completed (illness, family complications, unclear expectations, or if student needs additional teacher support) please call, email or write a note.  If I do not receive a note and the homework is not completed, it will be considered late.  Incomplete homework will be finished during “Study Hall,” which is a work period during afternoon recess. This is meant as an opportunity to catch up and receive support if needed.   

Grading: Please help your student focus on the learning accomplished rather than the number grade achieved.  I focus on “showing what you know” and not being afraid to ask for help.  Your child will be graded on a 4-point scale identified as the following:

4 ~ Outstanding Performance (Consistently Far Exceeding 4th Grade Standards /Expectations)
3 ~ Strong Performance (Consistently Meeting 4th Grade Standards/Expectation)
2 ~ Work in Progress (Meeting some standards, but not all required, or inconsistent performance)
1 ~Not meeting 4th grade requirements (Requires an extended amount of time, assistance and practice to meet standard)
Math: 

· Algebraic Thinking
· Numbers and Operations
· Fractions and Decimals

· Measurement and Data

· Geometry

We will be using Pearson’s envision MATH which students/parents can access online. 
On-line Reflex Math and IXL:  

· engages and builds confidence in math facts and skills related to EnVisions topics
· ensures that students work in their optimal learning zone

English Language Arts: This year we will be teaching reading skills and comprehension strategies using a variety of methods and tools. Our core curriculum is ReadyGen and it addresses both reading and writing. 
Reading Skills

· Fluency (accuracy and expression)
· Vocabulary building
· Summarizing

· Fact and Opinion

· Compare and Contrast

· Cause and Effect

· Making Connections

· Questioning

· Predicting 

· Inferring
· Synthesizing

· Analyzing theme

· Using Text Features

· Identifying Text Structure

Writing:

The focus of our writing this year will be using the writing process to write 3-5 paragraph essays.  Each trimester, students will learn and practice the three main forms of writing: 

· narrative (story telling)

· opinion pieces
· informative/research writing 

We will also review grammar (complete sentences, nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs) and conventions (capitalization and punctuation).  

Social Studies:  
· Civics and Government 

· Lewis & Clark

· Geography  
· Washington State

· Native Americans of the Northwest Coast 
· Economics

Science/Health:
· Plant and Animal Parts
· Natural Resources
· Geology
· Energy

· Nutrition

· Human Growth and Development

Testing:

During the month of May students will be taking the on-line state required standardized testing.  In fourth grade students complete testing in Language Arts and Math.  If possible, please do not plan any vacations in May.  
Vacations:   Please try to plan your vacations for school breaks.  Your students miss valuable instruction when they are not in class.  I am not able to provide work in advance.  Missed work will be made up when your student returns.  
Birthdays: 

Birthdays are important days for all of us.  In fourth grade, we do not share birthday treats or snacks in our classroom.  We will set aside time to celebrate with your child.  

On the day of your child’s birthday, he/she will:

· Sit in the rocking chair or beanbag chair as often as possible

· Be line leader

· Select classmates to share their compliments or special memories 

· Receive one “free homework pass”

We will not share or distribute gifts, goodie bags, or invitations in our classroom.  Please save these and any balloons or decorations for your child’s birthday celebration outside of school.  Thank you!  I know that your child will have a happy day with us!

      
Special Events:  

· October Harvest/Halloween Crafts
· Winter Holiday Fun
· Potlatch
· Valentine's Day
· Wax Museum
· Year End 
It is my goal to make 4th grade a highly successful year for your child.  To achieve this, I hope to build a strong partnership with you and your child. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.  I check email before/ after school and will try to respond to you within two school days. Many thanks for your support and the opportunity to work with your children.

I enjoy spending my days with them!


Ms. Larson (Emily)
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